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October 15, 2010 
Dear ,







 
As a representative of the Rehabilitation workgroup and member of the Eastern NC Stroke Network, http://www.encsn.org, we are contacting you to invite you or another representative to join the Network and the Rehabilitation workgroup. 
The Eastern North Carolina Stroke Network (ENCSN) was established approximately 3 years ago to ensure consistent best practice care for Stroke/TIA patients in Eastern NC.

As you may know, the southeastern United States is recognized for having an unusually high incidence of stroke and has been labeled the "Stroke Belt."  Eastern North Carolina is considered the "buckle" of the Stroke Belt due to having a stroke incidence rate even greater than the rest of the Southeast. 
Due to the number of strokes in our area, one of the working groups of the ENCSN is Rehabilitation. The purpose of this group is to “ensure every stroke patient’s rehabilitation needs across the              continuum of care are met” using best practice guidelines. The ENCSN provides support to hospitals, rehabilitation centers and other rehab facilities with networking, shared resources, and web-based collaboration. The Rehabilitation workgroup has a webpage where you can see the activities of the workgroup and download meeting minutes, http://www.encsn.org/rehab.htm.
Benefits of joining the Rehab workgroup include:
· Discussing rehabilitative modalities and techniques
· Learning the latest guideline updates

· Gaining available technical assistance resources from fellow Rehab members

Our goal is to have all eastern North Carolina hospitals and transitional care facilities as members of the Network. There are opportunities to serve on workgroups within this organization: Rehabilitation, Community Prevention Education, Continuing Education, and Hospitals’ Plans of Care/Quality Improvement workgroups. ENCSN therefore invites you or another representative to join us and to serve on the Rehabilitation workgroup. Your participation is very important to the success of the eastern region’s ability to provide the best care for our residents. 
Please accept this complementary copy of the N.C. Stroke Rehabilitation Programs and Services guide as a resource to use at your facility.  If you would like additional copies of the guide or would like to join the Rehabilitation workgroup please respond by Monday, November 1st to Elynor Wilson, elwilson@pittcountync.gov 
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Wini Henderson & Marie Welch, Co-chairs, Rehabilitation workgroup

Jo Morgan, Chair, Community Prevention Education workgroup

Dawn Grant, Chair, Continuing Education workgroup

Cris Small & Norman Taylor, Co-chairs, Hospitals’ Plans of Care/Quality Improvement workgroup


